
Business Development District Advisory Meeting 

Village Hall 

June 4, 2019 

 

● Call to Order 
○ Meeting called to order at 3pm by Kevin Shields. 

● Roll Call 
○ Upon roll call the following members were present:  Andrea Huprich, Kevin Shields, Jeff 

Huebner, Paul Sherman Denny Boulton, Rob Matisen.  Also in attendance: Jack Walton, 

and Stephanie Turner 

● Approval of Minutes  
○ Kevin motions to approve the minutes from May 14th, 2019. All approved, none opposed. 

● Update on Revenues and Expenditures 
○ Stephanie Turner shares update on the current report.  She states that the allocated 20% 

of the money has been moved to reserves, making reserve funds at $70,000, making the 

adjusted balance after all expenses and grants to be at $163,000 available for 

expenditures.  Clarification of what money is in the bank and what is available for 

spending was made by Stephanie  

● Old Business 
○ Update on Drainage Project North of D’s Autobody.  Stephanie shares that the engineers 

have 2 items on the agenda for the Board of Trustees meeting later in the day.  She lets 

the BDD know that the Board will reject the bids so that the drainage project could be 

submitted for bids as 2 seperate projects and resubmitted.  There will be time allocated 

for new bids and have them resubmitted to the BDD hopefully in July. 
● New Business 

○ Ratification of Vote Recommending Marketing Expenditure in the amount of $30,000 for 

the Music Concert Series.  Kevin reviews the request again.  He clarifies that at the 

meeting in May, this item was listed as a presentation so the vote just needs to be ratified 

by adding it to the agenda for June the committee can make a vote.  The request is for 

funds to help offset the costs of videotaping and broadcasting of the music series held at 

Heritage Square.  The committee is given time to ask more questions of Robbie about 

the project.  Andrea asked if this would be a one time ask for funds for this project or will 

this need to be an ongoing ask each year; and will the approval of funds help this project 

get help from other sponsors.  Robbie explains again that the $60,000 covers 15 

episodes.  At that point, if the series is decided to be continued then a campaign to raise 

more money for future episodes will need to be explored.  Robbie explained that he sees 

this as an opportunity to go beyond the episodes on TV and expand it into YouTube and 

social media to reach a larger audience, such as a whole website for tourism and 

involving the Peoria Heights Chamber as well as the Village involvement.  As that point, 

the possibility is high that there will be more investors interested in helping fund the 

project and he will not necessarily need to ask the BDD for funding in the future, at least 

funding on a large scale.  He shares that the videos have large marketing possibilities 

that can be used in several different ways to help support the tourism and growth of 

Peoria Heights.  He also shares the positive impact of the concert series.  Paul, shares 

how important the series has been on the community.  He also shares his thoughts on 

marketing budget and seeing how effective this will be and looking into the future if it will 



draw attention of more sponsors.  Robbie shares how this can be a driving force behind 

tourism and helps set us apart from all other communities of our size. A discussion 

continues on how the videos can support Peoria Heights as a whole and how it can 

expand.  Paul supports that the expenditure of funds from the BDD is a good expense as 

the marketing potential of the videos will benefit the community.  Paul suggests looking to 

see which music events gain the most attraction and use the funds to record and promote 

those to maximize attention and driving attraction.  Robbie states that they do research 

before deciding which ones to record and they look at the bands social media, their 

follows and how many people the band can reach.  He feels that this can eventually turn 

into a community wide festival that can raise a high amount of funds for the community. 

Kevin presents the ratification for a vote.  He explains that himself and Robbie will recuse 

themselves from voting.  Paul makes a motion to approve the ratification.  Denny 

seconds the vote.  All in favor, none opposed.  The motion is passed.  Stephanie does 

share that the expenditure is above the funds set aside for marketing, which will 

technically put the BDD in a further deficit.  The statement is made that we may have to 

not approve another project we would like to do in order to cover this marketing expense. 

She also states that once this is presented to the Board of Trustees, the board has the 

right to refuse the expenditure of funds and we should be prepared for them to refuse the 

expense.  

○ Discussion switches to general questions about the drainage project and the higher 

expense of the drainage project.  Paul asked how the drainage project came to the BDD 

and asked for clarification of the project.  Stephanie and Kevin explain that the project 

has not been able to happen with VIllage funds and since the drainage ditch is contained 

in the BDD district then it is presented to the committee.  It is reviewed that there is 

money set aside out of these funds to put toward infrastructure and this falls into that 

qualified expense.  Paul states that he wants to make sure that large projects like the 

drainage and sealcoating are always presented.  Discussion continues on use of funds 

and how they are divided and intended to be used.  The discussion continues on the 

expansion of a larger BDD or the addition of another committee.  The committee agrees 

that further discussion should be had on this subject. 

● Next Meeting - August 6, 2019 

● Adjourn  

 

 


