
Business Development District Advisory Committee Meeting 

From August 27th, 2018 

Meeting was called to order at 3:30 PM 

Upon roll call the following members present: Len Kuntzman, Denny Boulton, Jeff/Martha 
Huebner, Robbie Mathisen, Paul Sherman, Katie Kim (arrived later in meeting).  Also present: 
Administrator Sutton, Sarah Witbracht, Stephanie Turner, Mayor Phalen, and Mikayla Vincent 
from the Peoria Heights Chamber of Commerce. 

Sarah Witbracht confirmed that after the review of active members via email, 2 members 
have stepped down leaving 8 active members. There was some discussion on Open Meetings 
Act and what constitutes a quorum, and Mayor Phelan confirmed that the quorum must be 
based off the members referenced in the ordinance. It was confirmed that 6 members will 
qualify as a quorum so business is able to be voted on. Its always possible to amend the 
ordinance in the future so that a small more active group may take place. 

The minutes from May 21st were approved by a motion by Denny and seconded by Robbie. The 
minutes for March 20th were approved by a motion from Denny and seconded by Jeff Huebner. 

New Business: 

A.  Review of Exterior Beautification Program Application:  Steve passed out the 
Peoria Heights Business Development District No. 1 Commercial Exterior 
Beautification & Renovation Program and explained that this is the program for 
property owners who undertake improvements to commercial storefronts and 
the sides of commercial buildings facing Village streets within Peoria Heights 
Business Development District No. 1. He further explained that the Board of 
Trustees approved this program on June 19th, 2018. There were some 
discussions on the investment toward the businesses, renewal year possibly 
being extended, and allowable projects per year. Steve pointed out that one 
project per business is allowable per year. Len would like to see this be a two-
year program and amend the ordinance and made the recommendation. Katie 
made a motion and Jeff seconded the motion to recommend extending the 
program through FY 2020. The motion was approved 6-0. 

B. Discussion of Advertising Exterior Beautification Program Application: Sarah 
Witbracht confirmed that the application will be on the Village website 
tomorrow. Mikayla Vincent from the Chamber offered to do an e-blast through 
Chamber Master and will work with Sarah Witbracht to come up with the 
correct wording since a lot of the Chamber members won’t be located in the 
BDD. The board would like to see Sarah send an email to all businesses that 
have an email located within the BDD that includes an explanation of the 
program as well as an application. She said she would also happily mail 



applications to those without an email as soon as she is able. Katie Kim added 
that there is a possibility that we could advertise this program on the billboard 
on War Memorial Drive. 

C. Discussion on Use of BDD Funds for Additional Parking:  Katie Kim presented a 
2-tier parking garage on the 4414/4426 Prospect Rd. (previous Greyboy) 
building. She explained that a 2-tier parking garage and trailhead could have 
costs not to exceed $800,000. She explained that this will help with the 
perception of parking in Peoria Heights. Mayor Phelan explained that he wants 
the highest and best use for this property, and that a hotel and trailhead are 
his top priorities. He also explained that there are short-term fixes such as 
shuttles. 

D/E. Review of BDD Budget, Expenditures, and Revenues: Stephanie gave an 
update on revenues and the BDD budget. 

F. Other:  There was no further business 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday October 9, 2018 at 3:00 PM 

Meeting Adjourned 


