
 

New state marijuana law concerns 
Heights residents 

If code enforcement regarding unkempt properties dominated Heights 
residents’ concerns at the first mayoral town hall in September, Illinois’ 
new cannabis law was the big issue at Thursday’s event. 

The new state law legalizing recreational marijuana use takes effect on 
Jan. 1, 2020. The Peoria Heights Village Board has not yet decided 
whether to permit dispensaries selling cannabis inside village limits, 
though a tax has been imposed if the board does decide to go that route.  

The general sentiment Thursday among the constituents present seemed 
to be that marijuana should not be allowed. Morton is among those 
central Illinois communities that have said no to such sales. But Heights 
officials indicated that the local situation is a bit different, given that the 
Heights is surrounded by the larger city of Peoria and that there is a great 
deal of cut-through traffic. In short, no place is immune to substance use 
and abuse, and whether the village were to permit marijuana sales or 
not, there will still be marijuana use in the village. 

And so they sought to reassure assembled residents that local law 
enforcement is prepared to deal with that reality.  



“You still can’t drive impaired,” said Police Chief/Village Administrator 
Dustin Sutton, adding that his offers are well trained to recognize the 
symptoms of drug use. “It could be anything, not just alcohol. It could be 
marijuana. It could be opioids.” 

There are a significant number of drug arrests in the Height now, and 
“our crime rate is not going to turn upside down” because of the new 
law, said Sutton. 

Beyond that, “I’m not for public consumption at all,” said Sutton. “You 
can’t walk around with a can of beer. You can’t walk around with a 
joint.” 

From Mayor Mike Phelan’s perspective, “the best thing is to control it and 
regulate it.” The village has not received much communication either for 
or against, he said. 

The next step is for the issue to go before the zoning commission for a 
recommendation as to where a dispensary might go, if it’s to be allowed 
at all. War Memorial Drive would seem to be the most likely candidate. 
That heavily commercial corridor is home to businesses that sell alcohol 
and provide gambling opportunities already. Any such dispensary would 
have to be a “reasonable” distance, under state statute, from any school 
or church.  

As always, police “officers will have to use discretion, just like they do 
now,” said Sutton.  

Other concerns expressed were violent crime on Peoria’s East Bluff 
creeping northward into the Heights, the planned expansion/
improvement of Galena Road/Illinois Route 29 through the village, and a 
proposal to resurrect a reimagined Al Fresco Park in that same corridor.  

Again, village officials sought to put concerns to rest. Police are well-
staffed and ready to deal with those issues, said Sutton. As to undesirable 
elements being attracted to public gatherings or properties such as parks, 
such reservations have been voiced by residents before, and the fears 
have proved largely unfounded. 



When Pour Brothers started its summer concert series in Heritage Square, 
for example, such worries were expressed, and yet there have been “zero 
arrests” for misbehavior there, said Sutton. “Our department is built for 
this. We welcome people, but we’ll police it.” 

As to the upcoming Galena Road work, residents generally expressed a 
desire for turn lanes and slowed traffic – a safer roadway, all in all. 
Phelan indicated that the repairs and improvements to that roadway – 
which unbeknownst to many is a state route – are long overdue, were 
sought by village leadership, and will have local input moving forward, 
while potentially opening that area to investment and revitalization. 

“We don’t want to bring anything to the neighborhoods that will harm the 
neighborhoods,” reassured the mayor. 

The third and final town hall for this year will be at 5 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
14 at the Peoria Heights Public Library. Again, residents are encouraged 
to attend.  
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