
Waste Collection Fee FAQ’s 

Why am I getting charged for garbage?
The Village has been providing free waste disposal service for its 
residents for more than 20 years. Due to inflation, the cost to pay for 
waste disposal has increased until it’s more than 11% of the total 
budget. To help offset increased costs and to further reduce the budget 
deficit, the Board of Trustees voted to impose a temporary $10/month 
waste disposal fee.

I thought it was paid through my property taxes; why is there a bill 
for this service?
The Village receives less than a nickel per dollar paid in property tax. Of 
that, slightly more than three cents must be contributed to the police 
pension fund by law. That leaves the Village with about one cent per 
dollar taxed to pay for all the services the Village provides (police 
officers, public works, street and sidewalk repairs, fire department and 
emergency services). This money represents only 3% of the budgeted 
expenses.

Why is this on my water bill?
Due to the way property taxes are collected and paid to municipalities, 
the Village is unable to levy garbage on property taxes this fiscal year. 
However, the Village Board of Trustees is considering moving the 
charges for waste disposal on to property taxes in 2019.
 
Will this be on every bill now?
This is a temporary fee. The Board voted that the fee will only be for the 
service months of July – December. Each residence will pay $60 before 
the waste disposal fee is taken off the water bills.
 
Is there any assistance program for senior citizens?
Because the Board of Trustees was concerned about the impact on our 
elderly residents with fixed incomes, those residents registered for the 
senior freeze property tax exemption with Peoria County will pay $5/
month for a total of $30.



 
My bill only says $10 or $20 for the whole quarter, why is that?
Because water bills are 3 months in arrears, it was necessary to prorate 
some bills depending on which book/cycle you’re in.

◦ For Bk 1 – $30 on the October bill, $30 on the January bill.
◦ For Bk 2 – $10 on the August bill, $30 on the November bill, 

and $20 on the February bill.
◦ For Bk 3 – $20 on the September bill, $30 on the December 

bill, and $10 on the March bill.
◦ For Bk 14 – Commercial accounts already pay for their own 

waste disposal services. They are not eligible to receive 
waste disposal services through the Village, and this will not 
change. Residential accounts in bk 14 will receive a monthly 
bill and so will see $10 charges from August through 
January.

What about the INF charge on my water bill? Why is there another 
fee being added?
The infrastructure maintenance fee was created in August 2014 to fund 
large infrastructure projects for the Peoria Heights Waterworks. Peoria 
Heights Waterworks is a subsidiary of the Village of Peoria Heights as a 
municipal owned utility. It does not receive any tax dollars and operates 
solely on water bill revenues. The money the utility receives is kept 
separate from the money the Village receives as a government. As 
such, Peoria Heights Waterworks lacked the cash reserves to fund 
necessary infrastructure repairs. Since 2014, Peoria Heights 
Waterworks has used the INF charge to complete numerous repairs 
and improvements to the water system. The waste disposal charge will 
be used to offset municipal expenses and will be transferred to the 
general operating fund for the Village.


